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Colorful bricks to jazz up restroom entry

Frechette’s Home Ranch
design will be first
publicly funded art
installation in town,

By Kary Niner and Kevin Huelsmann

Just az DMNA makez every crea-
ture distinct, =0 too will a penetics-
inspired art inatallation differenti-
ate s new civie building proposed for
downtown Jackson,

On March 7, Jackson town couneil-
ora nnammously approved a public art
concepinal design by local arfist and
buosiness owner John Frechette for the
new Home Ranch restroom facility.

“The artwork will act a2 a beacon in
downtown Jackson, directing visitors
to the information hub,” Frechette
wrote 1n his prezentation. “The use
of color createa a vibrant focal point
that will stand out during the many
maontha of winter,”

Frechette iz basing the instal-
lation’s design on the DKNA of hi-
agon and grizzly bears, As such, the
sculpture expresses the scientific
wonder of nature,

A metal screen wrapping arcund
the building’s exterior will frame
84 bricka, each made up of roaghly
350 pieces of glass melted and cast
together, installed in a pattern repli-
cating a magnified portion of bison or
grizzly bear DNA,

“At first glance, it's attractive and
zeparates thiz from the average build-
ing," Frechette said during the meet-
ing. “Then people will become more
engaged when they zee the informa-
tion that identifies what the seulpture
iz and what it represents.”

To map the strands, Frechette is
working with students from the Jack-
son Hole Community School and staff
from Craighead Beringia Sowuth,
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Brightly bued glase bricks in biscn and bear DNA patterns will adorn the Home Ranch restroom and information center.

Onee the bricks are fired, he plans
to host @ DNA "mapping” open honse
and invite all to come and help as-
zemble the installation. “Commun-
nity involvement bailds excitement
and penerates understanding and a
sense of ownership over the project,”
Frechette wrote in his presentation,

Dizcovery is crucial Lo bis concept,
and, like the valley itzelf, the sculp-
ture will engage on many levels, The
inztallation will change when seen up
cloge versus from afar, at night versus
day, from inside or out.

The installation mcludes two inter-
pretative features: metal plagues pro-
viding artist information and descrip-
tiona and, on each plague, a barcode
commected to a zocial media website,
Viewers can stan the bar code with a
call phone to acoess in-depth informa-
tion about the piess,

The Home Ranch installation repre-
zents the largest art project Frechette

has ever done. “It's really exciting,” he
said. “It's fun that its the first pub-
licly funded art installation in town.”

Lagt Jume, town councilors ap-
proved the Jackson Hole Public Art
Initiative's call to artists for public art
gt the Home Ranch building and the
budget. A panel made ap of local arta
profeszionals, a representative from
the design team, a town councilor and
& town staff member assessed the ap-
plications and invited four finalists to
submit conceptual proposals and visit
the zite. The panel unammonsly chose
Frechette's design.

In approving Frechette's proposal,
councilors thanked the public art ini-
tiative for taking on the task of so-
liciting and vetting propozals for the
building.

Town officials set aside 227000 of
the Home Ranch budget for the puhblic
art. installation and nearly $3.000 for
executing the selection process.

Vista 360 seeks funds

Tawn counciloes hava approwed a
requesd from Visla 360010 apoly for a grant
fram the Nalional Endowment far the Ars
¥ halp pay for tha interor design of he
Homa Ranch buiding.

In 2 mamorandum =ent fo fown
afficialz, Vizta 360 prasident Candra Day
said the group is sseking & 3150000
grant fram the MEA, of which 575,000
waukd ba pud toward designing he
intarior of the proposed iecilify end the
craglion and inatallation of any exhibits
or displays

The remamning maney would be used
fo pay for adminisiratoe cosls, community
autreach programs  and severel praposad
avants lied fo fha facility

Councikers signed an  endorssment
lattar for Vista 360's grand propossl




